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Acknowledgement to Country 

Shellharbour City Council acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of 
the Land on which we are meeting and pays its respects to Elders past, present and 
emerging. 

1. Apologies / Leave of Absence

2. Confirmation of Minutes

2.1 Australia Day Advisory Committee Meeting 13 January 2021 

That the Minutes of the Australia Day Advisory Committee Meeting held on 13 January 
2021 as circulated be taken as read and confirmed as a correct record of proceedings. 

2.2 Australia Day Advisory Committee of the Whole Meeting 13 
January 2021 

That the Minutes of the Australia Day Advisory Committee of the Whole Meeting held 
on 13 January 2021 as circulated be taken as read and confirmed as a correct record 
of proceedings. 
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3. Community and Customers

3.1 Australia Day Celebrations (11639827) 

To the Chief Executive Officer 

Directorate: Community and Customers 
Department: Community Engagement and Activation 

Manager: Jamie Dawson – Manager Community Engagement and Activation 
Author: Peita Quarmby – Events and Activations Officer 

Summary 

The purpose of this report is to provide a debrief summary of the events that took place 
under the collective banner of Australia Day Celebrations held on 26 January 2021.  

Background 

The Australia Day Celebration has been on Shellharbour City Council’s calendar of 
events for over 20 years. Prior to this year, it has been in the form of a community 
event that incorporates formality and fun, with a public Civic Ceremony and a cooked 
breakfast to share with family and friends. 

This year’s celebration was adapted to meet the Covid-19 guidelines at that time and 
included two citizenship ceremonies at the Civic Centre, a welcome and smoking 
ceremony performed by Gumaraa, a HARS flyover and a mural festival.   

Civic Ceremony 

The day commenced with a Civic Ceremony, including Welcome to Country from 
Uncle Richard Davies, Civic Welcome from the Mayor followed by the first citizenship 
ceremony of the day.  

Shellharbour’s first citizenship ceremony welcomed 14 (1 child, 13 adult) new citizens 

as part of the official ceremony.  

Gumaraa welcomed new Citizens via a welcome and smoking ceremony between 

Citizenship ceremonies.  

The day concluded with Shellharbour’s second citizenship that ceremony welcomed 
15 (4 child, 11 adult) new citizens as part of the official ceremony. 

Mural Festival 

A community focussed mural festival was incorporated into the day. Five incredibly 
talented local & internationally recognised artists brought their large-scale artworks to 
life at different locations around the City. 
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The festival received significant praise from community, business owners and the 
artists themselves. The works had added a beautiful vibrancy to the town centres. This 
was a significant project that has added a lasting legacy to the City to mark the day.  

Australia Day Celebrations 2022 

Planning has commenced for 2022.  The Events Officer will investigate future 
partnership opportunities with local community groups for provision of: 

 Youth activities

 Cultural activities

Financial/resource implications 

The 2021 activities were funded through Council’s annual operational allocation for 
Events and cultural activity. Council normally sponsorship from local businesses to 
support the event, however due to the changes in the structure for 2021 and the 
recognisable stress in the economic climate, sponsorship was not sought as 
operational funding was adequate to design and deliver all activities. 

Legal & Policy implications 

Nil 

Public/social impact 

Council is committed to delivering a range of events across the City that provide 
opportunity for social engagement, entertainment and social networks. The Australia 
Day Celebration encourages and supports activities where the community can gather 
and celebrate.  Additionally, attracting tourism benefits including increased visitation 
and promotion of Shellharbour City as a destination. 

Link to Community Strategic Plan 

This report supports the following objectives and strategies of the Community Strategic 
Plan: 

Objective: 1.6 A community which celebrates our local identity, rich cultural 
history and varied cultural pursuits.  

Strategy:   1.6.1 Celebrate, involve and educate our diverse community through a 
range of community activities. 

Consultations 

Internal 

Nil 
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External 

Verb Syndicate 

Political Donations Disclosure 

Not Applicable  

Recommendation 

That the Australia Day Committee receive and note this report and provide 
feedback on the 2021 event. 

Approved for Council's consideration: 

Date of Meeting:  7 April 2021 

Attachment:  
1. Official Debrief: End of Event Report – Page 6

Jamie Dawson
Manager Community Engagement and Activation
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Attachment 1 - Official Debrief: End of Event Report
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4. Items for Information 

 

5. General Business 

 

6. Next Meeting  

20 October 2021 
 
 
 

 

 


