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1. Acknowledgement to Country 

Shellharbour City Council acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of 
the Land on which we are meeting and pays its respects to Elders past, present and 
emerging. 
 

2. Apologies / Leave of Absence 

 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

3.1  Disability Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee Meeting 9 
September 2020  

 
That the Minutes of the Disability Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee Meeting 
held on 9 September 2020 as circulated be taken as read and confirmed as a correct 
record of proceedings. 
 
Presentation 
 
 

4. Disclosure of Interest  

 

5. Staff Reports 

5.1   Mary Street North Carpark Renewal Update 

 
A verbal update and confirmation of the location of the accessible car park spaces on 
the Mary Street North Carpark Renewal project will be provided by Arvin De Mesa, 
Project Delivery Officer. 
 
 
 
Prepared by:   Arvin De Mesa  
      Project Delivery Officer 
 
 
Date of Meeting:    11 November 2020 
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5.2   Oak Flats Library Upgrade Project (11561464) 

 

A verbal report on the Oak Flats Library Upgrade Project will be given by Margie 
Kirkness, Manager of Libraries and Museum. 
 
 
 
Report prepared by:  Margie Kirkness,  
      Manager Libraries and Museum 
 
 
Date of Meeting:    11 November 2020 
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5.3    Access and Inclusion matters at Dawes Park Barrack Heights 
(11561465) 

 
The purpose of this report is to provide information regarding access and inclusion 
matters at Dawes Park, Barrack Point, and to make recommendations for 
improvements. 
 
A resident has raised concerns regarding the lack of an accessible path of travel and 
designated accessible car parking space at Dawes Park, Barrack Point.   
 
The park includes a new play space, BBQ, picnic area, shelter and public toilet that is 
not accessible. 
 
The picnic area is a large space with four tables and seating. 
 

  



SHELLHARBOUR CITY COUNCIL 

Disability Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee Meeting – 11 November 2020 Page 5 

 

 

This is page   of the Minutes of the Disability Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee Meeting of 
the Council of the City of Shellharbour held 11 November 2020 

Picture 2: No accessible paths of travel to infrastructure 
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Picture 3: On street parking – no accessible parking space 
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The provision of an accessible path of travel and designated accessible car parking 
space in that location has been requested. 
 
Given the scope of works required the committee may consider this as a staged project 
with: 
 
Stage 1 in 2021/22 consisting of the continuous accessible path of travel; 
Stage 2 in 2022/23 consisting of the provision of one on street parking space. 
 
There is also value in requesting the provision of an accessible toilet facility be 
considered as part of the future capital works program. 
 
These three features would support Dawes Park as a suitable destination for aged 
and disability groups in our City and neighbouring areas. 
 
Link to Disability Strategic Plan 
 
‘Removing access and inclusion barriers’ meets the following Focus Area in Council’s 
Disability Access and Inclusion Plan:  
 

 FOCUS AREA 2 Creating liveable communities  

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

 
That: 
 
1. the Disability Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee receive and note 

the report. 
 
2. the provision of an accessible path of travel and designated accessible car 

parking space at Dawes Park, Barrack Point be added to the unfunded 
project list.  

 
3. a toilet upgrade at Dawes Park be considered in future capital works 

programs. 

 
 

 
Report Prepared By:  Narelle Williams, Community Development Officer – 

Access and Participation 
 
Responsible Manager: Bonnie Hittmann, Manager Community Life 
 
 
Date of Meeting:  11 November 2020 
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5.4   Disability Access and Inclusion Plan (11561466) 

 
The purpose of this report is to inform the committee on the upcoming review and 
renewal of a Disability Access and Inclusion Plan (DAIP) for Shellharbour Council.  
 
Background 
Under the Disability Inclusion Act 2014 (DIA), Council, as a public authority, must: 
‘have a plan (a disability inclusion action plan) setting out measures it intends to put in 
place (in connection with the exercise of its functions) so that people with disability can 
access general supports and services available in the community, and can participate 
fully in the community’  
 
A DAIP may include strategies about: 

 providing access to buildings, events and facilities 

 providing access to information 

 accommodating the specific needs of people with disability 

 supporting employment of people with disability 

 encouraging and creating opportunities for people with disability to access the full 
range of services and activities available in the community. 

 
Furthermore, Council must review its DAIP at the end of the four year plan period and 
must consult with people with disability as part of that review process.  
 
Council’s first plan that was developed as a result of the DIA, ‘The Disability Access 
and Inclusion Pan 2017-2021: An Inclusive City’ came into effect on 1 July 2017 and 
is due to be reviewed before July 2021.  
 
The Plan concentrated on making Shellharbour City ‘a place where people want to 
live, work and play as equals’ 
 
The plan covers four key focus areas: 

 Developing positive community attitudes and behaviours 

 Creating liveable communities 

 Supporting access to meaningful employment 

 Improving access to services through better systems and processes. 

 
The plan looks at: 

 What Council already does 

 What Council will do 

 What you can do. 

.  
 
What happens now? 
Two projects will occur concurrently - a review of the existing plan and consultation for 
the development of the new plan. 
  

1. Review of the Disability Access and Inclusion Pan 2017-2021: An Inclusive City 
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Over the next six months a comprehensive review of the existing plan will be 
undertaken. 
This will involve an opportunity to celebrate the achievements of the plan as well as 
identify challenges and future opportunities for enhancing the accessibility and 
inclusiveness of our City. 
 

2. Development of the new plan. 

 
Whilst the existing plan is being reviewed the process for development of the new plan 
will commence.  
 
The first part of the plan development will include a literature review and engagement 
with key stakeholders.  
 
A draft survey has been developed as an engagement tool and other engagement 
methods are being worked through. More details on the engagement process for the 
development of the new plan will be provided at the meeting. 
 
The Committee’s role overall in the project will be as a participant in the engagement 
process, as well as providing advice on the Plan’s implementation and monitoring the 
Plan’s progress.  
 
More details on the implementation process for the Plan’s development will be 
provided at the next meeting of the committee. 
 
Link to Disability Strategic Plan 
 

‘Updating the Disability Access and Inclusion Plan’ meets the following Focus Area in 
Council’s Disability Access and Inclusion Plan:  

 FOCUS AREA 4: Improving access to services through better systems and processes 

 
 
Attachment  
1. Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2017 – 2021 - Page 9 
 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

 
That the Disability Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee receive and note 
the report. 

 
 

Report Prepared By:  Narelle Williams, Community Development Officer – 
Access and Participation 

 

Responsible Manager: Bonnie Hittmann, Manager Community Life 

 
Date of Meeting:  11 November 2020 
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Attachment 1: Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2017 – 2021 
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5.5   International Day of People with Disability (11561467) 

 
The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the activities planned in 
recognition of International Day of People with Disability (IDPWD) on 3 December 
2020. 
 
At the meeting of 9 September 2020, committee members were advised that 
Shellharbour and Wollongong Councils are working with local residents to produce a 
series of short films that will showcase the lived experiences of people with less visible 
disability. The films will be shown on social media and the stories will be displayed on 
core flute storyboards at various community locations across both local government 
areas during the Celebration of Ability Calendar period. 
 
The project will be launched on IDPWD at the Shellharbour Civic Centre from 9:45am. 
Due to the requirements of our COVID-19 Safe Plan, participation at the launch is 
limited and is by invitation only. 
 
Special thanks to the committee members who nominated participants for the project. 
Five people have told their stories on film and a further four will have had their stories 
on core flute (11 in total). 
 
The locations for the display of the core flute storyboards is being determined.  
 
Link to Disability Strategic Plan  
 

‘Involvement in IDPWD activities’ meets the following Focus Areas in Council’s 
Disability Access and Inclusion Plan:  
 

 FOCUS AREA 1 Developing positive community attitudes and behaviours 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

 
That the Disability DAIAC receive and note the report. 

 

 
 
Report Prepared By:  Narelle Williams, Community Development Officer – 

Access and Participation 
 

Responsible Manager: Bonnie Hittmann, Manager Community Life 
 
Date of Meeting:  11 November 2020 
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5.6   Update on the Mary Street North Car Park Renewal Project 
(11561468) 

 
The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the Mary Street North car park 
renewal project.  
 
At the DAIAC meeting of 9 September 2020, the committee discussed the possible 
inclusion of extra accessible car park spaces within the car park and made the 
recommendation that: 
 
1. Additional accessible car parking spaces be allocated near the Wentworth Street 
Exit and additional complimentary second tier parking be allocated next to each set of 
accessible car parking spaces; and   
  
2. Consideration be given to provide a marked walkway from the marked accessible 
car parking spaces to the laneway.   
 
Two options were proposed for the location of the additional accessible car parking 
spaces near the Wentworth Street exit and committee members were asked to 
nominate their preferred location for the additional accessible car parking spaces by 
Wednesday 21 October 2020. The options were: 
  
Option 1 – Near Wentworth Street - 2 spaces 
Option 2 – Near the library – 1 space 

  
Option 2 was identified as the preferred option by participating committee members. 
 
The Project Delivery Officer was advised of the outcome. 
 
Link to Disability Strategic Plan 

‘Removing access and inclusion barriers’ meets the following Focus Area in Council’s 
Disability Access and Inclusion Plan:  
 

 FOCUS AREA 2 Creating liveable communities  

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

 
That the Disability Access and Inclusion Advisory Committee receive and note 
the report. 

 

 
Report Prepared By:  Narelle Williams, Community Development Officer – 

Access and Participation 
 

Responsible Manager: Bonnie Hittmann, Manager Community Life 

 
Date of Meeting:  11 November 2020 
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6. General Business 

 

7.  Next Meeting and 2021 Meeting Dates 

10 February 2021  
 – this is a special meeting to review and discuss projects for the 21/22 period 
 
10 March 2021 
16 June 2021 
15 September 2021 
10 November 2021 


