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This resource kit has been designed to 
assist local primary and high schools to 
form lesson plans and facilitate class 
discussions about reconciliation, in  
particular, ‘More than a word,  
Reconciliation takes action’ and  
how this applies in a local context. 

Your students and teachers can take 
part in learning and celebrating  
reconciliation anywhere. 

Shellharbour City Council hosts an  
annual Reconciliation Walk, bringing  
together local students, Aboriginal Elders 
and community, in an aim to enhance 
the student experience. 

The ideas, themes and images used in 
this guide are a representation of  
Aboriginal culture sourced from a  
wide range of quality sources. 

National Reconciliation 
Week (NRW) is a time 
for all Australians to 
learn about our shared 
histories, cultures, and 
achievements, and to  
explore how each of us 
can contribute to  
achieving reconciliation 
in Australia.

www.reconciliation.org.au
#MoreThanAWord
#NRW2021



 
MORE THAN A WORD, 
RECONCILIATION 
TAKES ACTION

Reconciliation Australia’s theme for 2021 
urges Australians to practice brave and 
impactful actions. Reconciliation is a 
journey for all Australians. Together we 
can work towards communities that  
value and celebrate Aboriginal and  
Torres Strait Islander people, culture and 
histories.

This year's theme graphics have been 
drawn from the artwork Action by  
Jessica Johnson. Jessica Johnson is a 
descendent of the Warumungu/ 
Wombaya people north of Tennant 
Creek. Born on Larrakia Country, Jessica 
spent her formative years among the  
diverse community of Canberra on 
Ngambri/ Ngunnawal Country.

You can access free posters and  
resources for your classroom on the  
Reconciliation Australia website.

Colour for Reconciliation
Action by Jessica Johnson

Action is the story of the land and community sharing the united call for action on reconciliation.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples have been listening to the heart beat of the land and sea for 

generations. With their rainbow shaped souls the spirits ask for us to join and make reconciliation more than a 
word, take action. We all have a role to play.

https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/posters-and-resources-2021



 
RECONCILIATION 
SCHOOL 
FLAG WALK
Every year, Shellharbour 
City Council proudly 
hosts the Reconciliation 
School Flag Walk in  
partnership with our local 
schools. 
This year it will be held 
on Monday 31 May 2021. 

The event symbolises  
the shared journeys of  
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander  
communities and the 
non-indigenous  
communities of Australia. 

On the journey, students 
will walk alongside  
Aboriginal Elders, Civic 
Leaders and community 
members. The event will 
incorporate a Welcome 
To Country, Smoking  
Ceremony, dance and an 
official exchange of flags.

BRINGING YOUR SCHOOL 
ON THE RECONCILIATION 
JOURNEY
Although not all students can attend this event,  
Council encourages schools to engage all students 
in Reconciliation Week activities. We have listed some 
ideas below.

1. Create your own Reconciliation Walk around your 
school. Allow children to walk along a guided path. 
o Consider allowing children to walk with a ‘buddy’
o Play appropriate music during the walk. Here are  
 some suggestions to get you started

• Island Home by Christina Anu
• Treaty by Yothu Yindi
• Freedom by Mau Power feat. Archie Roach
• From Little Things Big Things Grow by Paul Kelly
• Mob March by Emma Donovan & The Putbacks
• Blue Gums Calling Me Back Home by Roger Knox
• Saltwater People by Shellie Morris

2. Create a visual collaborative project in the school 
playground or hall.
o Allow students to use chalk in the playground  
 to create a word cloud about what reconciliation  
 means to them
o Encourage students to make a commitment to   
 reconciliation by adding their handprint to a   
 large canvas

3. Give students time to reflect and meditate by  
listening to songs in traditional Aboriginal  
languages, nature sounds or listening to a  
story told by didgeridoo.



 

SHELLHARBOUR 
TAKES ACTION
This year, students in Shellharbour will work together  
to create a Sea Of Hands for the ceremony of the  
Reconciliation School Flag Walk. The Sea Of Hands  
collaborative project will represent our community’s 
recognition of our past and our commitment to our  
future.

The first Sea Of Hands was created in front of  
Parliament House, Canberra in 1997. Covering the  
lawn in a sea of colours, each hand was a physical 
representation of signatures on a petition shared by 
ANTaR to action non-Indigenous support of native title 
rights and reconciliation.

Following the Reconciliation School Flag Walk,  
Shellharbour City Council will invite students to  
create a Sea Of Hands. Council will provide each 
school with a pack of scratchboard hands (35) for one 
class to decorate. 

o Using the scratch sticks provided, ask students to  
 decorate the hand with words, messages or  
 drawings to reflect their commitment to  
 reconciliation.
o Tape a paddle pop stick to the back of the hand  
 to create a stake to place the hand into the  
 ground.
o Bring the class’ hands to the Reconciliation  
 School Flag Walk on Monday 31 May.
o At the end of the walk you will be invited to place  
 your hands into the Sea Of Hands area.

Learning outcomes 
• Students acknowledge reconciliation  

is a collaborative process



 
MORE THAN 
WORDS
In preparation for 
Reconciliation Week, 
Shellharbour City Council 
would like to encourage 
students to take action 
and join the conversation. 
Whether in the classroom, 
the playground or at 
home, meaningful  
reconciliation requires 
young people to be  
engaged in their own 
learning and actions. 

As a class, imagine you 
have invited a local  
Aboriginal Elder to visit 
your classroom for the 
day.  
 
Together, write down 
some questions or  
conversation starters you 
might want to ask during 
their visit. What questions 
could you ask to find out 
about their culture, history 
or Aboriginality?

Then try brainstorming  
some questions you 
could ask your friends 
and family about  
reconciliation. 

Inquiry questions
o What is something I would like to know more  
 about in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  
 cultures?
o Why is it important to understand Aboriginal  
 and Torres Strait Islander cultures?
o What are some terms I can use when talking  
 about Aboriginal cultures and communities?  
 E.g. Mob, Yarn
o What can I do to help build reconciliation  
 in Australia?
o What difference will I make?

Resources
To help get you started with this task, Shellharbour 
City Council have provided a chatterbox template for 
teachers to print and download. Use the template with 
pre-loaded questions or use the blank template to 
write down the questions students created during this 
task.

Students attending the Reconciliation School Flag Walk 
on Monday 31 May are encouraged to bring their  
chatterbox to inspire them to yarn to local Elders  
and special guests.

Learning outcomes 
• Students reflect on their awareness and understanding 

of concepts of reconciliation.
• Students work collaboratively to foster cultural  

competence and understanding in the classroom.
• Students take action in investigating and gaining  

knowledge through discussion.
• Students critically question their understanding of  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and the  
importance of reconciliation day.

• Students identify gaps in knowledge and understand 
that questioning knowledge is important in building  
cultural competence.



 
RESOURCES ONLINE

ABC Education - Free online teaching resources
https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/topic/494038/ 

aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-histories-and-cultures

AIATSIS - Free online resource
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-australia

 
Australians Together - Free online curriculum resources

https://australianstogether.org.au/education/curriculum-resources

Bass Point Heritage Walk Brochure 
Local historical information presented by Shellharbour City Council

https://cdn.shellharbour.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/Living_here_documents/ 
basspointheritagewalkbrochure_0.pdf

Behind The News - Free online teaching and learning resources
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/indigenous-culture/10576610

BOSTES - Free online teaching and learning resources
https://ab-ed.nesa.nsw.edu.au/go/home

Coomaditchie United Aboriginal Corporation
Free resources, glossary & Dreaming Stories
https://www.coomaditchie.org.au/resources

Illawarra Aboriginal Corporation - Local information and services
https://www.iac.org.au/official-artwork

Indigenous Weather - Free online resource
http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/index.shtml

Narragunnawali - Free online curriculum resources
https://www.narragunnawali.org.au/curriculum-resources

Reconciliation Australia - Free information and resources
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/

SBS Learn - Free online teaching and learning resources
https://www.sbs.com.au/learn/resources/explore-australian-identity-and-histories
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