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FROGS OF THE ILLAWARRA

This brochure is designed to help you identify different species
of frogs that live in your local area and give you some ideas
about how you can make your garden frog-friendly. More
than thirty frog species have been identified in the lllawarra
region. This brochure showcases sixteen species found in the
Wollongong, Shellharbour and Kiama Council areas of the
llawarra, from Helensburgh in the north to Gerroa in the south.

HOW TO IDENTIFY FROGS

All the frog species found in the lllawarra fall into one of two
family groups. One family are the tree dwellers (Hylidae), which
have special pads on their fingers and toes that allow them to
climb and live in the trees. The other family is known as ground
frogs (Myobatrachidae). They normally don't climb and don't
have pads on their fingers and toes.

Some of the most common tree
dwelling species in the
lllawarra are the Eastern
Dwarf Tree Frog, the
Bleating Tree Frog and
Peron’s Tree Frog. Of the
ground frogs, the most
likely to be spotted are
the Striped Marsh Frog
and Eastern Froglet. The
Striped Marsh Frog is
often the first frog to move
Image: Evan Fic into a new backyard frog
pond.

The colour of a frog's skin can vary widely between individuals
of a certain species. A number of frogs can even change their
colour depending on the temperature, time of day or just how
they're feeling!

One of the most accurate ways to correctly identify a frog is by
its call.
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CREATING A FROG
FRIENDLY YARD

Providing refuge for frogs, particularly in areas where natural
settings have been degraded, is an important action that will
help ensure common frog species don't become threatened.

Here are some tips to creating a frog friendly habitat in your yard:

LOCATION

*  Anorth facing sunny location with partial shade
provided by trees or small plants in or near the
pond is ideal

* Place the pond away from large trees that drop
a lot of leaves

*  Frogs can be noisy so locate the pond away from
bedrooms and neighbours

*  Keep your compost heap in the same area to
attract insects for the frogs to eat

\vas% m_._m_a_éa._ native plants and
scattered rocks and branches
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COLLECTING FROGS
AND TADPOLES

Frogs are often on the move on rainy nights and within a short
period of time they'll find a new frog pond and may even use it
to spawn in. So please wait for the frogs to find your ponds, and
do not take frogs or tadpoles from other places and move them
to your yard. A disease caused by Chytrid fungus which is fatal
to frogs, is now a major problem in NSW, and moving frogs may
help spread this disease.

Frogs also have very specific habitat requirements and even
though some species of frogs may seem widespread on a
distribution map, they may only live where a specific soil and
vegetation type occur together. If a frog is moved to an unsuitable
habitat it may soon die. Legislation in NSW protects frogs and
tadpoles by making it against the law to collect or move them
without a licence.

Green & Golden Bell Frog
Image: Evan Fickett
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