
 

Subject 9.2  Mayor Minute: Proposed changes to the Australian 
Citizenship Ceremonies Code (11170165) 

 

To my fellow Councillors 
Mayoral Minute 
 
 

Summary 
The purpose of this Mayoral Minute is to seek Council endorsement for a submission to the 
Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs in regards to the proposed 
changes to the Australian Citizenship Ceremonies Code. 
 

Background 
I received a letter from the Hon. David Coleman MP, Minister for Immigration, Citizenship 
and Multicultural Affairs seeking responses to the proposed changes to the Australian 
Citizenship Ceremonies Code – refer to Attachment 1. 
 
My comments to each proposed key change are as follows: 
 

• Local Government Councils will be required to hold a citizenship ceremony on 
Australia Day (26 January) and Australian Citizenship Day (17 September). 
 
Response: Councils should have the right to determine for themselves whether a 
citizenship ceremony on Australia Day is appropriate.  In doing so, Councils will need 
to consider among other factors, the interests of those in attendance at Australia Day 
celebrations and costs (typically) associated with employing extra staff on a public 
holiday. 

 
• Federal members of parliament, if attending a ceremony, should read the Minister’s 

message at citizenship ceremonies. 
 

Response: Clarification needs to be sought and provided on whether the Federal 
Member of Parliament must be a member of the sitting Government or the local 
Federal Member of Parliament. 

 
• There will be a recommended standard of dress for ceremonies, which will be set by 

Councils.  The attire of attendees at citizenship ceremonies should reflect the 
significance of the occasion.  Conferees may wear national or cultural dress if they 
wish. 

 
Response:  Council currently requests the recipients to attend in smart casual attire 
and this point is duly noted and agreed. 
 

• Ceremonies must be scheduled to avoid parliamentary sitting days. 
 

Response:  Sitting dates for both State and Federal are currently considered prior to 
citizenship ceremonies being set by Council and as such this requirement is of no 
consequence. 
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Recommendation 
That Council endorse the following response to be forwarded to the Hon. David 
Coleman MP, Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs seeking 
responses to the proposed changes to the Australian Citizenship Ceremonies Code: 
 

• Local Government Councils will be required to hold a citizenship ceremony on 
Australia Day (26 January) and Australian Citizenship Day (17 September). 
 
Response: Councils should have the right to determine for themselves whether 
a citizenship ceremony on Australia Day is appropriate.  In doing so, Councils 
will need to consider among other factors, the interests of those in attendance 
at Australia Day celebrations and costs (typically) associated with employing 
extra staff on a public holiday. 

 
• Federal members of parliament, if attending a ceremony, should read the 

Minister’s message at citizenship ceremonies. 
 

Response: Clarification needs to be sought and provided on whether the 
Federal Member of Parliament must be a member of the sitting Government or 
the local Federal Member of Parliament. 

 
• There will be a recommended standard of dress for ceremonies, which will be 

set by Councils.  The attire of attendees at citizenship ceremonies should 
reflect the significance of the occasion.  Conferees may wear national or 
cultural dress if they wish. 

 
Response:  Council currently requests the recipients to attend in smart casual 
attire and this point is duly noted and agreed. 
 

• Ceremonies must be scheduled to avoid parliamentary sitting days. 
 

Response:  Sitting dates for both State and Federal are currently considered 
prior to citizenship ceremonies being set by Council and as such this 
requirement is of no consequence. 

 

       

Approved for Council's consideration:  
 
Date of Meeting: 5 February 2019 
 
Attachments 
1. Letter received by the Hon. David Coleman MP, Minister for Immigration, citizenship 

and Multicultural Affairs. 
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Attachment 1 
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